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IRAQ: GAY “SAVIOUR"
ASSASSINATED
Aleading gay Iraqi activist
and organiser of “safe houses”
for gay men, a 27-year old
simply known as Bashar, I Y

has been assassinated in the 10usly did ,

Iagh capital, Baghdad. ' vy FSOMETIMES FEEL
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“Bashar was a kind, generous

The UK Lesbian and Gay Immigration Group (www.uklgig.org.uk) was amongst those honoured and extremely brave young unt BY jUDGES S“lTING
at the second Black LGBT Community Awards in London in late September - organised by the man —a true hero who put L the time, 3 A LONE
Black Gay Men's Advisory Group (www.bgmag.org.uk). Other winners ~ judged to have made hs life on the line to save the [-heart

a difference to the lives of black LGBTs — induded health promotion group Big Up; and lesbian lives of others”
rapper, Mz Fontaine. More details can be found at www.blgbt.com. i

AR FIRN AV
AND FINALLY...
PENN PUCKERS UP
Actor Sean Penn allegedly texted his ex-wife Madonna after his first on-screen gay kiss.
Penn, 48, i taking the lead role in Gus Van Sant's new mavie Milk (pictured right), a biopic
about Harvey Milk, California's first openly gay elected official. He shared an on-screen kiss J
with co-star James Franco, and franco later said in an interview: “Mter our kiss, Sean texted =
Madonna and said, 'l just popped my cherry kissing a guy. | thought of you. | don't know why" B¢
Harvey Milk was elected a aty supervisor of San Franciscoin 1977, but only served 11 months (@
before being assassinated. There is already Academy Award speculation for Sean Penn's
performance in the film, which is due to be released in the UK in January.
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LUCAS IN WONDERLAND

Little Britain star Matt Lucas has told BBC News that he and comedy partner David Walliams
are currently working on the sript of their first feature film, which will find the duo playing
multiple characters. “The two of us will play five or six characters that will go around together, so
it'll be technically very challenging. . . We looked at peaple like Mike Myers and Eddie Murphy
and how they appear as lots of different charactersThe movie is being developed with US
studio Dreamworks, and will be produced by Ben Stiller’s production company, Red Hour, Before
| that, Lucas will portray the roles of Tweedledee and Tweedledum in Tim Burton's forthcoming
adaptation of Alice In Wonderiand — due for release in 2010

CURRY WEDDING
Former Blue Peter presenter Mark Curry, 47, has entered into a vl partnership with his long-term partner, Jeremy Sandle. The

two, who have been together ten years, tied the knot at Marble Hill Mansion in Twickenham, in front of quests, which included
Sandle’s daughter and ex-wife. Curry presented Blue Peter from 1986 to 1989, but only talked publicly about his sexuality for the
first time in the run up to the avil partnership. “Jeremy and | are both mature people who care deeply for each other and decided
to formatise our union simply for leqal purposes,”Curry told The Daily Mail.*Our families are 100 per cent supportive.

“I've known that | was qay since my late teens, but | was adwised early in the 80s, by a seasoned ex-presenter, that it was best 1o
keep quiet, .. thankfully, imes have changed and today no one is penalised for being who they are”
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